Acute renal failure in the newborn.
Recent advances in prenatal and neonatal care have increased the number of live births and extended the life expectancy of critically ill premature infants. These infants represent a formidable therapeutic challenge in that multisystem involvement and previously uncommon conditions, such as intravascular coagulation, acute tubular necrosis, and acute cortical necrosis are now seen with increased frequency. This review begins with a discussion of the development of renal function in the neonate followed by a description of the more common causes of acute renal failure (ARF) in this age group. Finally, the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and management of this condition are discussed.